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to rejoice, 


: to thank GOD, for Na- 
" tional Bleſſings, 


175 * \ 


The Lord's - day after receiving the Account f 
of the Taking of the Iſlands of 


Capt-BrETON and ST, Joux. 
By MIC, TOWGQOD, + 


—_—_— * a * 
OY 
Fl 1 4, 2 3 A * g 
” 
— — , —— oy 


x 


for J. Noon, in the Poultry ; and ſold by | 
' Aaron Toz R R, in Exeter, 
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Ps ALM cxvili. 27. 


G OD Fa the Lord Ne hath Herb | 
ed ur Light; bind the Sacrifice 
dil Cords to. tbe Horns 4 the 
Altar. 


HE Words are the Exclamation of a 
grateful and pious Soul at the Re- 
View of ſome great and ſignal Deliverance: 


Light is, in Scripture, uſed to dne 
ſomething that gives Joy and Satisfaction to 
the Mind. The being ſaved therefore from 
any mighty Danger, or the obtaining any 
great Victory, or important Succeſs, is ex- 
Preſs d by Jhewing Light. e 


What the particular Favour was which 
the Pſalmiſt here celebrates, or the Occaſion 
of his compoſing this elegant Song of Tri- 
umph, does not evidently appear. It ſeems 

A 2 to 


Mes d "VR" 


to have been ſome Victory which he had gai- 


— — * 


ned over very numerous and powerful Ene- 


mies, who had preſs d him extremely hard, 


and driven Him to great Piſtreſs. All Nati- 
ons E me about (he ſays in v. 1255 
There Was à a dangerous Confederacy of all 
veighbouping, States ggainſt Hün, hey can. 
Ae me about lie Bees, yea they cammpaſſed me 
ur Nike Bees; but in the Nie Ne of the ORD 


will J deſtroy them : Thou haſt thrift fore. at 
me that I _ fall, but the LoR D 8 


„ T ogy ors abi WH TT 
* 


Our 1 83 C7 
Lell 4 1 Yo 


La] Neves; 8 bas dis be hid Ow 


rkably fulfill it is at this Time, in that un- 
Salle 5 — — Ally, the — of Pruſſia. 
Supported A the Hand of Heaven, he hath not quly 
withſtood,” but-glorioufly triun d over, one of the 
ſt powerful an or Be federgcies that ever. 
- — * nk againſt wy 1 Pri 9 2552 Earth. e two 
Haares of Coming and* Ruſfia, the 

Thee warlike, Nation of the res, 

Kine of b legen of Saxony, aud the ve 
Rig and-power Age 'of Fanch, ==" Theſe 

at the ſame Time, bave compuited around this daft 
ous Prince, and poured in 122 Armies to oppreſs 
and qverwhelm him. Their moſt violent Attacks, wth 
+ Been Fortitude, he has hitherto #epulled ; and with 
{gh n nagen, can equal, he hath fucceſ” 


2 Fs ue SO AS: 40 
daes yu, 5 for 2263 7 , N 


4 


[5] 

In this perilous State, to hich the, paw- 
erful Combination of his Enemies had re- 
duced him, thę P/alnf directs his Eye and 
his Expectation,” where every wiſe Perſon 
will naturally direct em, in Circumſtances 
of great Trouble, even to che Borr -projent 
and Mmighty K TN OV, who! preſides uncon- 
trouled over all the Counſels and Operations 
of the Princes of this Farth ; who with infi- 
nite Eaſe: can blaſt and--overthrow them, 
and into the Pit which they have dug for. 
others; can cauſe their own Feet to be ta- 
ken and to fall. 1 e 


1 5 Lorp in ny Diſtreſs (as 
in ver. 5, 6,); tbe Lord anſibered me, and 
fet me in à large Place. | The Lorp is on 'my 
Side, I will not fear. aulas Man can do unto 
me. The Lok taketh.' my Part with thei 
that help ind; therefare ſhall I ſee my*Defre 
upon idem that hate me." With this All- pom 
erful A H engaged on his Side, he ſe- 
curely.. defies any: dangerous Confederacies 
which his Enemies, however numerous, 
could form to overwhelm him. 


* 
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And as the Wiſdom of this Great Prince 
a General was ſhewn in thus imploring 
Divine Help, and expecting Victory and 
Succeſs principally from the Hand of Hea- 
ven: So, when Victory was given him, the 
true Greatneſs and Wiſdom as well as Good- 
neſs of his Heart no leſs evidently appear, 
in the grateful Acknowledgements which 
be ſolemnly makes. Open to me the Gates of 
Righteouſneſs ; I will go into them, and T will 

praiſe the LoRD.. I will praiſe Thee, for Thou 
haft heard. me, and art become. . Salvation. 5 
21. 


True Magnanimity is never found in the 
Soul where Ingratitude dwells. Generous 
and great Minds will be always moſt ready 
to acknowledge Obligations. To receive, 
then, ſignal and diſtinguiſhing Bleſſings from 
Heaven, but to feel no grateſul Emotions, 
no Elevations of Heart. in thankful Acknow- 
ledgments to the Almighty Benefactor, in- 
es a 8 85 wow and e e ol 


— 


.- 5 os: I 


my 
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[7] 

The Chriſtian Sabbath is a Day ſacred to 
the Purpoſes of Feſtivity and Joy. It cally 
us to commemorate that greateſt of all Bleſ- 
ſings, which the Father of Mercies hath be- 
ftowed upon Mankind, namely, Salvation 


and Life by his Son Jeſus Chriſt. It calls us 
to rejoice in Chriſt, as our exalted Saviour 


and King; who, for his Sufferings on Earth, 


is now veſted with all Powergand Authority | 
in Heaven: Made Head over all Things, 
for the Benefit of his Church: Who will 


ever faithfully exert that Power which is gi- 
ren him, for the Protection and Support of 
all righteous and good Men; to conduct 
them ſafe through the preſent World, and 
to bring them to immortal Glory and F eli 
city in the other. 


It is principally to call to Mind, and to 


celebrate theſe Spiritual Bleſſings, that we 
are to aſſemble on the Chriſtian Sabbath. 
But in the Courſe of Divine Providence 
there are ſometimes conferr'd upon us great 
temporal Bleſſings, which demand alſo a par- 
ticular and very grateful Regard. To theſe, 
therefore, on ſuch Occaſions, we may alſo 


with 


144 


with. Propriety tutn our Attention: an a- 


crilce to the Almighty Giver _ Note: of 
- Sings Suing, Thanks to bis Name 


"We have lately e . IF | 


| Indications of Joy, at an important Succeſs. 


given to our Arms: but have theſe been 


attended with Proper Sentiments. of the 


Mind; With genuine Impreſſions of religi-: 
ous Veneration and Gratitude on the Heart? 
Haye W. taken off our Eye f from the Inſtru- 


ments and ſecond Cauſes employ d in theſe 
Events, and directed it to that Supreme, 


Iavifible, Almighty | HAND which. rules. 
uncontrouled | in the Kingdoms of Men, 


and diſpenſes its, eee to, ang rag 
pleaſes? EK: - 


Let the Emotions of our Joy; ue on every 
füch Occaſion, break forth in the. pious, 
Langua guage of the great Commander in our 
Text, — GOD- 15. the Lord why hath ſbewed 
us Light : bind the. Sacrifice, with Cords to the: 
Horm of the”. Altar. From which: * 10 
e e 0 YI9 


2 
19 1 ? 
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Fin; That in all the Succeſſes and Bleſ- 


flogs we enjoy, We are religiouſly to obſerve, 
and to acknowled ge the Hand of Heaven, 


from whoſe Favour and Operation, they 
principally come, faying, GOD is the Lord 


who hath ſhewed us Light. And 


. Secondly ; That upon the Receipt of ſuch 
8 Gratitude will prompt every in- 


genuous and well - diſpoſed Mind to make 


ſome proper Returns; and to ſay, in a Chri- 
ſtian gene bind the Sacrifice with Cards. 


F iſt: In all the Succeſſes = Bleflings 
we enjoy, we are religiouſly to obſerve, and 
to acknowledge the Hand of GOD, from 
whoſe Favour and Operation they pane | 


pally come. 


It was for this that we are made do ſer 


than the Fowls of the Air; and have Reaſon 
and, Underſtanding given us; a Ray, as it 
were, of the Divine Nature; opening a de- 


lightful Intercourſe betwixt Gop and our 
Souls. It was, that by the proper Exerciſe 
of © our Reaſon, aſſiſted and n by 
ä B the 


— 


1% ] 


| the "Light of Revelation, we might ſee and 


adore the Ever- preſent DEITY, as he 
ſhews himſelf to us in all the wonderful 
Operations of his Power and Goodneſs 
which compaſs us around, "wm continually 
follow us. 


Not attentively to regard, therefore, the 
Works of the Lord, and the Operations of his 
Hands : to enjoy every Day a rich Profuſion 


of the Bleſſings of Life, but never once in 


the Day to lift a grateful Eye to che inviſi- 
ble Hand from whom they proceed; is to 
ſtand guilty befote GOD of the baſeſt In- 
gratitude : and to ſuch ſtupid and unwor- 
thy Perſons it is expreſsly denounced, that 
they Shall be deſtroyed, and not built up. "FI 


xxviii. 4 


| Leet us look around then upon the Profu- 


ſion of Bleſſings and Gifts with which eve- 
ry returning Day comes crowned from a- 
bove; and awaken our Minds to ſome ſuita- 
ble Returns to the All - bountiful GIV ER. 


g 


Not 


127 ] 
Not to inſiſt at preſent on thoſe Spiritual 
Ble ugs, pertaining to Heavenly Things, given 
us by JE SVS CHRIST, which are the principal 
and grand Objects of our Contemplations 
and Praiſe every Lord's- day; let us, at pre- 
ſent, more particularly attend to thoſe tem- 
poral Bleſſi ings pertaining to Earthly Things, 
by which we are diſtin guiſhed from the Na- 
tions around us. 


That, through the Favour of Divine Pro- 
vidence, our 185 was caſt in a Country whoſe 
Climate is ſo temperate, whoſe Lands are ſo 
fertile, whoſe Trade ſo extenſive, and whoſe 
Government fo mild: That by the Wa, 
try Bulwark that ſurrounds, us we are in 
great Meaſure defended from the ſudden Ir- 
ruption of waſteful and deſtructive Arms: - 
That by a moſt happy Conſtitution we are 
as ſecurely guarded, as human Prudence, 
perhaps, can guard us, agrinſt the Violence 
and Oppreſſion of regal Tyranny on the one 
hand, and againſt fopular Inſurrections and 
Tuniults on the other: : —» That we live 
under the Protection of wiſe and good Laws; 
and under an Adminiſtration, i in the general, 

"WA fa 


12 
0 equitable and juſt; :.M ſecures to us 
the Fruits of our honeſt Induſtry and Skill; 
ſo that what we "rightfully acquire we can 
peacefully enjoy ; and have no hoftile Inva- 
| 1 ders, no inſolent rapacious Farmers of Re- 
| venue, no inſidious Informets to terrify or 
N opprels US. === F inally ; ; That thro'- the be- 
| nign Inücnces of the Heavens, both foft- 
1 ening and warming the Boſom of the Earth, - | 
1 it hath ſo Plenteouſly brought forth, not for 4 
1 _ our Support only, but for our Entertain- 4 
| ment and Deligl ht ; - ; === and that ſo favoura- « 
| |! ble a Seaſon. hath hitherto been. given us for 3 
| the Preſervation of thoſe Fruits with which 2 
| his Bounty hath crown'd the Earth. Theſe, I 
1 to every Mind not deep ſunk into Ingrati- | 
l 3 tude and St tupidity, muſt appear. Bleſſings 3 
j | moſt worthy his ſerious and attentive No- b 
| i | tice, and Bis daily Returns of Fraiſe. 5 
1 g Ky 
| I But, to heighten his eatefol Senſe of the 1 
many National Ble Nun ge Which a8 Britohs we 5 
bl enjoy, let him compare the preſent political 
if State of this Kin gdom with What it has * 
been in almoſt every Age paſt. Let him look 1 
back to antient Times, and ſee how often it oo 
has i 


1134 


has been invaded;. conquered, rayaged, by 
Saxons, Danes, Normans, from Abroad; and 
what perpetual deſtructive Wars betwixt the 
Nerthern and the Southern Kingdoms of this 
Iſle, before their happy Union, for many 
ſucceſſive Ages, ſpread Ruin over all its Bor- 
ders, and drench'd it with Blood. Let 
him ſee our brave Anceſtors groaning under 
a moſt cruel Eccleſiaſtical Oppreſſion! wea- 
kened, impoveriſh'd, by a moſt dangerous 
and moſt expenſive Continental Connection 
a Subjection to the Church of Rome their 
Wealth drain'd (not to ſupport Troops who 
are ſpilling their Blood for the Liberties of 
Europe and the common Rights of Man- 
kind), but to pamper foreign Prigſis in Lux- 
ury and Pomp! their Kings trembling at an 
Biterdidt or Bull from the Roman Pontiff; 
and the People ſtruck with an univerſal 
Terror, as if ſome tremendous Evil was 
ready to fall upon them! Let him look 
back to the long and this bloody Conteſts 
betwixt the Kings and the Barons: betwixt 
the two powerful Royal Houſes of Lancaſter 
and Tort: betwixt the King and the Pariia- 
men, in a later Period of Time: and fee 

Britons 
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[174 ] 
Britons riſing in | dreadful Arms againſt their 
Fellow - Britons: War ſpreading its Hor- 
rors over all our frighted ' Towns: Brethren 
and Fellow-Cit12ens flaming with cruel Rage, 
and ee ane eee to Nein and to 
Death. 1 


1 line + to 85 Fra yet juſter Senſe of the 
Felicity of our preſent State, let him look 
to neighbouring Kingdoms; and ſee the 
Terror and Diſtreſs which hath ſpread, and 
is now -ſpreading, . from Province to Pro- 
vince, by the Inroads of mighty Armies: 
What Countries have been ravaged | what 
Cities impoveriſhed | What Family is not 
now mourning a Father, a Brother, a Huſ- 
band, or Son, ſlain in the many | Battles 
lately fought ! What Thouſands are depri- 
ved of Liberty; ſhut up in unwholeſome 
Priſons, or languiſhing in Hoſpitals under 
Sickneſs ' and Wounds! And how many 
ten Thouſands fallen Victims to the Soon 
and ſent down to the Realms of Death ! 


When we ſee the Horror and Deſolation 


—_ which Mar hath overwhelmed other 
ferlile 


9 
* 


[151 

fertile and happy Countries, Countries near= 
ly allied to us, what. Thanks (Fellow - Bri- 
tons), what Thanks, do we all owe! what 
Tribute of humble Praiſe and Adoration 
ſhould we pay to the Supreme and Almighty 
SOVEREIGN, by whoſe Providence” the 
like Scenes of Confuſion and Diſtreſs are 
kept from ſurrounding 2s? United Thanks 
be now paid, by every grateful Briton, to 
that watchful Care of Heaven which hath 
from Time to Time blaſted the many dan- 
gerous Attemps a powerful and ſubtle Ene- 
my hath been continually making on us. 
That though at preſent engaged in a doubt- 
ful and bloody War, we only feel its Ex- 
pence (a comparatively light Weight), but 
ſee nothing of its Horrors: Theſe are car- 
ried over to our Enemy's Coaſts; where 
Terror and Confuſion ſpread from Province 
to Province; whilſt we, through Heaven's 
Mercy, fit each under his own Roof in Se- 
curity «nd Peace. 


Theſe Weben be and happy Circum ſtan- 
ces, which attend our preſent political Situ- 
ation „ it t moſt highly becomes us very ſeri- 

ouſly 
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ouſly to err, and gratefully to aſcribe to 
the Providence of that GOD who is KING 
over all the Kings and Princes of this World; 

who- preſides over all their Counſels, and 
controuls their Operations by his ſovereign 
Pleaſure: Who hath: check d our inſulting 
Foes in their late dreadful Career ; --- who 
hath bleſs d with ſurpriſing Victories the 
Arms of our Allies; --- and hath now been 
pleaſed to give ſome glorious and important 
Succeſs to our own: and that in an Expedi- 
tion ſo dangerous, and in a Conqueſt ſo 
important [&,] ſo comparatively few Lives 
of our brave Countrymen were loſt, is a Cir- 
cumſtance which deſerves our Adoration of 


that POWER, who can cover in à Day of 


Battle, and who is able to preſerve alive a- 
e the thickeſt Arrows of Death. 


Having BA this general View of the | 
"National and Public Bleſſings we at {NY 
enjoy, we proceed to obſerve, 


Secondly, That on the Receipt. 1 ſuch 


Bleflin g5. Gratitude will Fe every. inge- 
5 | nuous 


05 That of the Ilands of Cape-Breton and St. John, 


29 i] 
nuous and well - diſpoſcd Mind to make 


ſome proper Returns; and to ſay (in a C- 
W Senſe) bind. We Sacrifice with Cora." 


' What ſhall I NY to the Almighty B BE- 
NEFAC TOR - is a Sentiment which will 
ariſe in every grateful Heart © on ch Oel- 


fions of fo. For AGES | Þ 


Firſt : We are to aſcribe the e Vitkey A | 
the Praiſe ſupremely to GOD, to whom alone 
it moſt juſtly. and N * oi 2 


Though v we are not to R he Bra- | 
very, or the Skill, of the Perſons employ'd 
in our National Defence: but the Wiſdom 
that plann'd, and the Courage that exe- 

cuted, Schemes of great Benefit and Impor- 
tance to the Public, are moſt juſtly intitled 
to public Honours and Eſteem; to public 
Praiſe and Reward: Vet it is by no Means 
to be admitted -- That the Bravery of T1 roop's 
Bas, and always will enſure Succeſs. This is a 
wrong Maxim, of the Error of which we 
have had a too recent and too _— 
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Proof [c]. A flight Acquaintance with the 
. Hiſtory. of Mankind. is ſufficient to. ſhew, 
that: he Race is not always 10 the Swift, ner 
the Battel to the Strong: That there is no King | 
certainly and infallibly /aved by the Multitude, 
the Diſcipline, or the Bravery, of bis Heſs. 
The greateſt Generals, both Pagan and Chr i- 
ian, have frequently acknowledged, that 
the Fate of Battels hath been often turn'd, 
and. their Event . depended upon Things, 

which no human Prudence was able to fore- 
fe, nor Courage to prevent. Succeſs, there- 
fore, in theſe is ever chiefly to be aſcribed to 
the Favour of that GOD, who calls himſelf 
the Lord of Hoſts; ; and who claims it as his 
| Prerogative to diſpenſe Victory and Power 
to whomſoever he pleaſes. To, Him, then, 
in every ſuch happy Event, let the Glory 
and the Praiſe be ſupremely aſcribed. 
G OD is the Lord who bath ſhewed us Light : ; 
Jet us ſay, with the great Warrior in our 
Text, T will not truſt in my Bow; nor ſhall 
mine own Sword ſave me: but THOU baſt 
feved us from our Enemies: THOU haſt put 
Them Zo Shame who roſe up againft us. In GOD, 


therefore, 
: (e In the Repulſe at Ticonderage. 
i 


u 
therefore, i we boaſt all the Day long, and 
praiſe his Name for ever and ever [d]. 


\ Secondly. A | proper Return alſo for Suc- : 


ceſſes vouchſafed us is, to bear with beco- 
ming Fortitude any Checks or Diſappoint- 
ments which may be given to our Arms; 
and to encourage ourſelves by an humble 
Truſt in Divine Providence, for the future. 


0 2 e 


[4] Though the Conduct and Valour both of our 
Commanders and our Troops, in the late Conqueſt of 
Cape- Breton, merits great Praiſe; yet that not to theſe 


that Event is principally to be aſcribed, ſeems evident. 


from the Account of that Affair given by a Gentleman, 
dated from on board the Burford, Louisbourg Harbour, 
Fuly 28. 1758.— who ſays, ** The Enemy had made 
«© ſuch ſtrong Entrenchments all along the Shore, &c. 
<< that if they had defended them with as much Brave- 
<< ry, as they had been judiciouſly made, we might 
have loſt moſt of our Army, but could not have 
forced them. But ſome lucky unforeſeen Circumſtances 


co operating with a Bravery and Ardor in our Offi- 


<< cers and Soldiers, which deſerve the higheſt Admira- 
<< tion and Praiſe ; together with the puſillanimous and 
<< daſtardly Behaviour of the Enemy: or to judge more 
© favourably,. as they excuſe themſelves, being beyond 
« Meaſure ſurpriſed (as judging the Deſcent abſolutely 
* impraCticable) a Pannic having ſeized their Troops; 
all concurring, rendered he 

have been moſt unfortunate) a moſt happy Event; 
« and a Subject of Surpriſe and Admiration.“ | 


anding (which might 
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It is the Property of weak Minds to ſink 
ſoon under Diſappointments; to murmur 


and deſpond, and to give way to tumultu- 


ous Fears at unfavourable Events. True 
Magnanimity is never ſo much ſhewun as in 


bearing up with Compoſure under the Preſ- 


{ure of mighty Difficulties, and in ſuſtaining 
Difappointments with a calm and unruffled 
Mind. 47 


And there is RE which ſo much 
conduces to give this Calmneſs, this Firm- 
nefs, this Greatneſs to the human Soul, as 
that Faith in GOD, and in his Providence, 
which the Goſpel inſpires, where it is fincere- 
ly received. This Faith where it operates, 
in its genuine and full Force, will render 
the Mind ſuperior to all the Terrors of this 
World: will arm it with Courage when 
ſurrounded with the thickeſt Dangers: and 
will cauſe it to triumph over the Horrors of 
Death itſelf. y are ye afraid, O ye of lit- 
tle Faith! Our Lord expoſtulates with his 
Diſciples, when the Tempeſt was roaring 
over them; the Billows riſing around them; 
their Veſſel juſt finking g; ready, as they 
| thought, 


er] 


thought, to be ſwallowed up of the Deep. 
Yet even in theſe Circumſtances of extremeſt 
apparent Danger, their Minds might have. 
been kept calm, had their Faith in GOD's ' 


Providence, and in the Power of their Di- 
vine Maſter, been as firm as it ought. 


But to our exerciſing this Faith in GOD, 
and Hope in his Protection, it is ever to be 
remembered, a Care to cleanſe ourſelves 
from all known Sin, and to walk in all In- 


tegrity and Uprightneſs before Him, is in- 


diſpenſibly neceſſary. To, the Wicked, GOD 


ſaith What haſt Thou to do to take my Covenant 


into thy Mouth ! The Conſolations of Religi- 


on belong only to thoſe whoſe Lives are 
conducted by a Regard to its Laws. 


And as in the Succeſs of our public Af- : 
fairs, every Lover of his Country, and Lover 


of Himſelf, will confider himſelf as deeply 
concern'd; ſo theſe ſhould he, every Day, 


religiouſly commend to the Favour of that 


GOD, who ſovereignly preſides over all the 


Kingdoms of Men: who ſtreightens or en- 
larges; lifts up, or caſts down, according to 
55 | his 
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DIST 1 221 
his Pleaſure: and upon whom the Fate of 
Battels and of Empires depend. Thoſe, e- 


1 ſpecially, who are gone forth to fight our 


Battels for us, ſhould be born upon our 
Minds, when we preſent ourſelves before 
that GOD, without whom not a Sparrow falls 
to the Ground, For how ungenerous a Part 
were it, not to follow with our ardent Pray- 
ers thoſe who are now encountering the 
Dangers of the Sea, and the Perils of the 
Camp, that we may live at Home 1 in Safety 
and Peace. 


Thirdly : To render our Prayers and 
Thankſgivings truly acceptable to - GOD, 
they ought ever to be attended with Ads of 
generous Compaſſion and Beneficence to 


| Men. | | 0 


e 8 Alm gave Efficacy to his Pays: 
ers, and cauſed them to come up as a Me- 


morial for him before GOD. Acts x. 4. In 


a Time of general Joy, when we give 


Thanks for any great Bleſſing, then, in an 
eſpecial Manner, our Hearts are to dilate 


rea in benevolent and kind Affecti- 
ons, 


314 
ons, and in beneficent and good Actions: 


not willing, nor content to be happy alone: 
but deſiring to communicate of our Plea- 


ue; and to make others rejoice with ud 


It was upon this kind, this 8 
and generous Plan, that the Sacrifices of the 
Jewiſh Law, referr d to in our Text, were 
inſtituted by GOD. When any peculiar 
Bleſſing had been conferr'd, any Victory 
obtain d, or Deliverance receivd, and a 
Perſon, under that Diſpenſation, deſired to 
make a ſolemn Declaration of his 'Thank- 
fulneſs to GOD for it, and to expreſs in a 
religious Manner his Joy on that Occaſion ; 
he was directed to take a Beaſt from the 
Flock, or the Herd, and to bring it to the 
Houſe of GOD; where it was lain before 
his Altar; as an Acknowledgement, that to 
bis Bleſſing and Favour the Worſhipper con- 
ſider d himſelf as principally indebted for 
the yea receiv'd. 


And as ſuch Occaſions of b Joy tend to 
open and enlarge the Heart; ſo this religi- 
ous . was wiſely adapted both to 

cheriſh 


[24]' 


cheriſh and to expreſs Benevolence to Men. 
For the Sacrifice being ſlain, a Part was gi- 
ven to the Prieſt, together with a Meat Of- 
fering of Oil, and of fine Flour, for him and 
his Family to eat, and rejoice together, be- 
fore the GOD whom he ſerved. And the 
reſt was given back to the Perſon who 
brought the Sacrifice, to be eaten with his 
Friends; whom he invited to feaſt, and to 
_ rejoice with him on this Occaſion. And it is 
very worthy to be obſerved, that none of 
the Meat was to remain till the Morrow. 
Levit. vii. 15. Bi? the Fleſh of the Satrifice of 
the Offering for Thankſgiving ſhall be eaten 
the ſame Day that” it is offered + 7? ſhall mot 
W of it till the a 


This was en and wiſely e 
to prevent all criminal Frugality from ming; 
ling with this Sacrifice: That the Heart on 
this Oœaſion might have full Scope to dilate 
itſelf, without any unbecoming or parſimo- 
nious Reſtraint. That the Worſhipper, who 
brought the Sacrifice, might be induced to 
invite a ſuſſicient Number of Friends to 


elt and to rejoice. with him, and. that 
what 


: TI FLAY = * 
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what themſelves did not eat mi ight be n 
to the Poor. | 


| Thus the two great Branches of all real 
Religion, the Love of GOD and of our 


Neighbour, were wiſely regarded in this In- 
ſtitution : And that noble and divine Max- 


im which, in the Chriftian Diſpenſation, is 


deliver'd in Words, was here, as in a Figure, 


and more obſcurely injoin'd, namely, That 


he who loves God, muſt love his Brother alſo. 


Brute Sacrifices, indeed, are now. aboli- 
| ſhed; but the Principle of Social- Benevo- 
lence, of Generofity and Compaſſion, upon 
which they were chiefly founded, remains, 


and is of eternal immutable Obligation, 


and oblige now with ſuperior Force. To do 
Good, and to communicate, is a Command of 
the Chriftien Law, which declares theſe to be 


tbe Sacrifices which GOD now demands from 


us, and 401th which He <will be well pleaſed, 


Heb. xiii. 16. And ſuch Acts of generous 
Communication the Apoſtle pronounces an 


Odour of a fiveet Smell, a Sacrifice acceptable, 


and well  pleafg 70 60D. Phil. iv. 18. | 
D Having 


oe no — 
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Having received; then, ſuch Mercy from 


. GOD, let it effectually excite us to ſhew 


Mercy ro Men. Bleſſed is he that confidereth 
the Poor; the LORD will deliver him in 


Time of Trouble : The LO RD will: preſerve 
Hm, and keep him alivè, and he ſhall be bleſſed 


upon the Earth : and Thou wilt not deliver 
lum into the Will of bis Enemies. Pſa. xlii. 1, 2. 


Severe, but, perhaps, too juſt, have been 


the Cenfures lately paſs'd upon the Dege- 


neracy of the Principles and Manners of the 
Times: But may it not be hoped, that 
the Symptoms which threaten an approach- 
ing Diffolation' are more than counter- Ba- 
laniced by the Vigor with which the Prin- 
ples of generous Benevolence, of Candor, 


and Charity, ſtill flouriſh in the Land? 


What Compaſſion to the Needy ; what Rea- 
dineſs to relieve the Helpleſs and Forlorn, 
hath, on a Variety of Occaſions, appeared to 
be à Glory ſtill dwelling among us! In what 
Nation under Heaven is there ſo ample Pro- 
viſion made to foften the Toils of the la- 
bouring Hand ; and either to prevent or to 
ſupply the Neceflities of the Poor! 

Eo : | Beſides 


[ 27 ] 

Beſides Hofprtals of various Intention and 
Uſe; riſing, like fair Temples, from private 
Benefactions; where Charity daily ſends up 
its grateful Incenſe towards Heaven : How 
immenſe is the Sum which the Law le] 
ſtatedly ſets: apart for the Conſolation and 
Relief of the lower Claſſes of Mankind ! to 
ſupport the Indigent and the Weak, and to 
alleviate the e of the ©, Orphan nd 
the Widow! | 


| May not theſe be conſider d as a Ng 
ſolemn Sacrifice, continually going up as a 
Memorial for us before GOD : an Oblation 
highly acceptable and well pleaſing in his 
Sight? If Charity will cover a Multitude of 
Sins If Alms fight for us againlt Enemies, 
better than @ mighty Shield or a ftrong Spear -- 
If he that hath Pity on the Poor, lendeth to the 
Lord: and that which he hath given, He doi 15 
pay him again — If 70 the not Hordening our 
Hearts againlt : the Poor that is among ts, but to 
the Opening cur Hand wi ide, to ive bim that 
why 74 he wart 5 it 18 aid, that fff 7 this 225 
2 2 


100 T1 bs Baut Bas, in FER ald to 1 one 
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GOD will bleſs us in all our Work, and in all 
that we put our Hand unto --- And; to Him that 
difperſes and gives to the Poor, his Horn ſball be 
. exalted with Henour:--- If there is a GOD, 
who rules in Heaven, whoſe Promiſes theſe 
are; and who in the Courſe of his Providence 
will certainly fulfil them Then the Rich- 
es, the Power, the High Rank among the 
Nations which Britain poſſeſſes, is, perhaps, 
principally to be aſcribed to that noble and 
extenſive Charity, to that generous Compaſ- 
fon to the Indigent and Diſtreſs d, with 
which it ſtands diſtinguiſhed from all the 
Kingdoms of the Earth, | 


To cmelitle;” A moſt proper Return 
alſo for the National and' Public Bleflings 
Which as Britons we enjoy, is, that we be 
led by them to Repentance --- That we turn 
from thoſe evil Practices which'we know to 
be offenſive to our Almighty Benefactor --- 
That we never abuſe the Bounties of his 
Providence to Luxury, Pride, or unmanly 
Exceſs That we pay him the juſt Tribute 
of our Adoration and Thankſgivings at the 
Seaſons of his ſolemn Worſhip - And 
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[ 29] 
that having, by ſuch niarvellous Operations 
of his Providence, been frequently delivered 
out of the Hands of our Enemies, we ſhould 
ſerve and walk before him, in all Ri ghteoufueſe | 
and EG 5 the wap of our Li Je. 211 


Thus ſhall we ſtand vropired for whate- 
ver Changes or Revolutions may be ſuffered 
to come upon us. To ſuch Upright there 
ariſeth Light in the darkeſt Scenes of Tribu- 
lation. They fit as upon Safety's Rock, and 
may there ſing the triumphant Strains which 
the Eſalmiſt hath taught them, P/a. xlvi. 
I, 2, 3. GOD is our Refuge and Strength, a 
very preſent Help in Trouble ; therefore will 
not we fear though the Earth be removed, tho 
the Mountains be carried into the midſt of the 
Sea: though the Waters thereof roar and be 
troubled; though the Mountains ſhake with the 
Fwelling thereof. Rejoice in the Lord, there- 
fore, O ye Righteous; for in every Circum- 
ſtance of Life Serenity and Joy become 
thoſe who are upright. Almighty Power is 
their Guard: unerring Wiſdom their Guide: 
inexhauible, everlaſting Goodneſs their Por- 
tion and great * Whatever Clouds 

may, 


| [ ae} 

may, for a Seaſon, ſpread Darkneſs around, 
Light is ſurely ſown for them; and will, in 
the appointed Time, 'gloriouſly break forth. 
GOD's Covenant ſtands firm: to them all 
Things ſhall iſſue well. Having paſs'd, in 
a becoming Manner, any Scenes of 'Tribu- 
lation Divine Providence may aflign them, 

in this State of Diſcipline upon Earth, they 
will riſe to ſo much the higher Honours, 
and receive ſo much the more exceeding 
and eternal Weight of Glory, in the. ever 


1 1 91710 


10 which wins State r may we. ane ar- 
vive, through the Grace, and by the Spirit, 
of our exalted Saviour ISS CHRIS TI 
to whom be Glory and Dominion, CO 
be eee We FER \ 
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